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Dr Lunken completed her doctoral studies in Nutritional Science at Massey
University in New Zealand. In 2017, Dr Lunken commenced a postdoctoral fellowship
under Drs Bruce Vallance and Kevan Jacobson at UBC, Vancouver where she
investigated the role of the gut microbiome and dietary fibre on BNT162b2 mRNA
SARS-CoV-2 vaccine immunogenicity. Early this year, Dr Lunken established her own
research laboratory at UBC. The central focus of her group is to develop precision
health strategies aimed at enhancing the efficacy of medical and dietary therapies,
with a specific focus on developing therapeutics that target the gut microbiota. More
specifically, her work will involve screening and identifying specific microbial
components that enhance immune responses, ultimately leading to the design of
live biotherapeutics and diets that can improve overall host health outcomes.
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